
 Over 200 Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, 
Leaders and Fellowship will be head-
ing across the channel to Jambville, 
France for EuroAdventure 3, which is 
taking place between the 25th and

 

28th October.  
 The trip will consist of a day exploring 
Paris by boat, with an opportunity to 
see the city from the top of the Eiffel 
Tower, followed by 
a day visiting both 
parks at Disney-
land Paris. 
 
Danyel Horner, 
DDC 

July/ August 
Essex Jamboree                  26th–2nd 
September 
District Centenary Party                 6th  
Explorers Marathon Training     13th  
Training: Getting Started               15th 
Scout Raft Race               22nd 
District Team Meeting      24th 
YL Meeting: Module E               26th  
County Marathon         27th-28th  
Cubs Riffhams Challenge              29th 
October  
Chief Scout Awards                        12th  
JOTA           18th-19th  
Training: Getting Started               20th  
YL Meeting: Module B     22nd  
Euro Adventure 3        25th-28th  
November 
Explorers Halloween Party     TBC 
Cubs Science Sleepover      TBC  
Cubs Chess Competition      TBC  
Explorers WINTAC        14th-16th  
Training: Getting Started               17th  
YL Meeting: Module A        20th  
I’m A Scout                 30th  
December 
Cubs Christmas Party      TBC  
Explorers Nepal Training      14th 
YL Meeting: Fun & Crafts               17th  

Chelmsford  

Centenary  

Celebrations 

Contributions for Chats 

should be sent to: 

Jane Ronaldson (Editor) 

chats@chelmsfordscouts.

org.uk  

Deadline for next issue: 

10th October 2008 

District Calendar 

 Welcome to the new-look ‘Chelmsford 
Chats’!  From now on, ‘Chats’ will be 
published three times a year: Febru-
ary, June and October. In 2009 we 
hope to be able to send it to all our 
young people as well as adults. 
 Thank you to everyone who has sent 
me items to include in this issue. I 
hope that in future, as you hold an 
event in your section or group, you will 
send me an article and pictures to put 
in the next edition. Suggestions for 
future content are also welcome! 
 Enjoy reading!  
 
Jane Ronaldson, ‘Chats’ Editor 

Editorial 

Congratulations to the following adults 
who are among many who have re-
ceived awards:  
 
MBE 
Richard Oscroft 
 
Silver Acorn 
Andy King 
Steve Morrell 
Terry  Simister 
Betty Simister 
Albert Southerden 
John Tingay 
Helen Turrell 
Paul Walker 
Nigel Wood 

  

Bar to the Award of Merit 
Diana King 

 

Award of Merit 
Jeremy Tew 
  
Long Service 
60 years -  Les Bell 
                Sidney Bass 
50 years - Marion Bell 
                 Derrick Bean 
40 years -  Mike Mackenzie 
                 Don Whittaker 

Congratulations! 
 2008 is the one hundredth year of 
Scouting in Chelmsford. To mark this 
momentous occasion, we have invited 
every member, young and old, to our 
“CENTENARY BIRTHDAY PARTY”. 
This will be a day of fun activities, in-
cluding: large inflatables; a climbing 
wall; craft bases; surf simulators; face 
painting; archery; circus skills, enter-
tainers and much more besides. As 
well as this, we will all come together 
to cut a huge birthday cake! There will 
be plenty for everyone to do all day! 
We have paid special attention to en-
sure that all ages enjoy this one-day 
celebration.  
 Remember, booking forms should be 
returned by 27th July to Suzanne Ball. 
Any queries should also be addressed 
to her at  drood-close@talktalk.net .  
 We look forward to seeing you all on 
the day! 
 
Danyel Horner, DDC 

  

Euro Adventure 3 

 I am absolutely delighted to be writing something for 
Chelmsford Chats. Communication is so vital I feel we 
have really missed it. 
 Our new Media and Communications Team, headed up 
by Steph Nicholls, are really enthusiastic about their way 
forward, so be prepared to be communicated with! 
 It’s over a year now since I first took on the role of Dis-
trict Commissioner. Where has that year gone? It’s been 
jam packed with a Centenary Camp, a World Jamboree 
and a whole heap of adventure, fun and the great out-
doors, both as a District and within your own Groups. 
Now we have our own centenary to celebrate and I look 
forward to catching up with you all at the many special events that are being 
planned. I hope you will encourage your young people to participate. There will be 
something for everyone. 
 To be a bit serious now, the role of DC can be great fun but it also has a down 
side. I have to make decisions that aren’t always popular. I promise you that, al-
though it may not be obvious, all decisions are made with the well being in mind of 
not only our young people – and they are paramount – but also of you, the leaders. 
What gets forgotten is that not everyone knows the facts and sometimes that’s 

how it has to stay.  
 So to the future. What have we in 
store? More great Scouting in 
Chelmsford of that I am sure. 
We are hoping to forge better links 
between Scouts and Explorers and 
also between Explorers and Network. 
We loose quite a few at the change-
over and want to improve on that. We 
are working with Headquarters on a 
trial known as MiMo (Moving in and 

Moving on). This will hopefully reveal the reason – apart from the fact that they are 
big and scary that is!! 
 In spite of that, we have been presented with another growth award as a District 
and the Explorer Scout Section increased by about 190% which is amazing. Con-
gratulations to Kevin and his leaders. Several groups have also gained these 
awards for consistent growth over 3 or 4 years. Congratulations to them all. 
 My very sincere thanks to you all for your ceaseless hard work and enthusiasm, 
giving our young people so many opportunities full of fun, excitement and adven-
ture. It’s the wonderful experiences they have in Scouting that will make them want 
to give something back as leaders in the future. 
 
Sue Wilde 
District Commissioner 

A Message From The  

District Commissioner 

July 2008 

 As you may know, I have taken over 
from Andy Powell as Media Develop-
ment Manager. As part of my bid for 
world domination we’re expanding the 
role and I’m now ADC Media and 
Communications (though the title 
changes every so often). That means 
that, as well as trying to get Chelms-
ford and District mentioned in the local 
media, I’m building on the work done 
by others to:  

• Develop our use of the web, 
both at District and Group/Unit 
level 

• Support and improve communi-
cations within the District 

• Make sure all District events are 
photographed and written about 

• Develop and use young 
spokespeople as representa-
tives of Scouting 

 As you’ll appreciate, this isn’t a 
speedy process, however you may 
have seen a couple of articles in the 
local papers recently and you’re read-
ing the first copy of the re-launched 
Chats! 
 There’s no way that I can do this 
alone and already some people have 
volunteered to help in various roles, 
but the more who lend a hand the less 
there is to do so I’d be delighted to 
hear from any adults or young people 
who feel they can contribute as pho-
tographers, writers, spokespeople or 
website publishers.  
 If you’re interested please contact me 
on steph.nicholls@blueyonder.co.uk  
or 266250. Any suggestions or ideas 
are also welcome. 
 
Stephan Nicholls 
ADC Media and Communications 

A Communications 

Team for Chelmsford 

and District 



 

 
 Following on from last year's emotional 50

th
 anniversary, Chelmsford 

Gang Show proved this year that it’s still ticking all the boxes. Ralph 
Reader songs? Check. Crest of a wave? Check. Red scarves? Check. 
Men in drag enjoying themselves too much? Checkmate. With perform-
ances inspired by the seemingly omnipresent High School Musical, The 
Sound of Music, Take That and Status Quo, Chelmsford Gang Show had 
something to offer everyone from the youngest Beaver to the oldest Fel-
lowship member. 
 
The opening number ‘We’re All In This Together’ quite aptly summarises 
the spirit of the whole Gang, whether being muttered in a rather nervous 
manner among the Musical and Artistic Directors as we fail once again to 
perfect the seemingly innocuous ‘step-click, step-click!’ (oh it is harder 
than it looks), or taken in the sense of Scouting companionship and soli-
darity so manifest in the Chelmsford Gang. We were upstaged once again 
by the Mini-Gang, before what is undoubtedly many people’s favourite 
part of the show, the Ralph Reader number, which included a Ralph song 
with a commuting theme, to which much of our audience could doubt-
lessly relate. We can but hope we did our founder’s self-scribed tunes the 
justice they deserve. Moving swiftly on through the Cities number, includ-
ing a  solo by Cathy Nicholls and a beautiful guitar-led rendition of ‘Streets 
of London’ to the Act I finale, a popular Status Quo number featuring the 
songs: ‘Whatever you Want’, ‘Down Down’ and ‘Rocking All Over The 
World’, in which the whole cast took to the stage to perform this classic.  
 
 The Gang opened Act II with probably the most popular item in the 51st 
show: ‘D’oh!’ – or, in other words, songs from the musical ‘The Sound of 
Music’.  Opened by a solo performance of ‘The Hills Are Alive’ by Lottie 
Valks of Tsunami ESU, perhaps even her considerable vocal talent was 
somewhat surprisingly surpassed by the performance of both ‘Pete the 
Deer’ and ‘Gary the Goat’. Although the Gang Show Gazette proclaimed 
‘heavy petting was okay’, their time in the limelight was cut tragically short 
as they were confined to the stage after they caused near riots in the au-
dience (uncontrollable, those Beavers). Despite being a hard act to follow, 
the remainder of Act II included a cleverly staged drag act somewhat aptly 
entitled ‘Man, I Feel Like A Woman’. A very successful number indeed, 
certainly as half the audience failed to recognise some dancers were 
male, while the other half wondered how their legs could look that good in 
fishnets!  
 
Traditionally finishing with all of the Gang onstage in impeccable uniform 
and the proudly worn red Gang Show scarves, singing ‘Crest of a Wave’ 
which is doubtlessly Ralph Reader’s most well-loved song, Chelmsford 
Gang Show rounded off the show with a bang; finally ending on an upbeat 
rendition of the titular ‘What A Feeling!’. And what a feeling indeed -- en-
tirely performed, and more importantly artistically directed, costumed and 
supported by members of Scouting and Guiding, Chelmsford Gang Show 
and Gang Shows all around the country are a symbol of what it means to 
be a Scout or a Guide.  This year's show proved in exceptional style that 
there will be no slowing down following last year's landmark, and all that is 
left to say is bring on the next 50 years!  
 
Michael Hardy and Amy Ryder, Tsumani ESU and Gang Show Cast, 
Young Correspondents  

What A Feeling! 
Chelmsford Gang Show 2008 

Auditions for next year’s Gang Show - 5th and 12th October 2008 

 Last year was very busy for everyone and Riffhams was no exception. During the 
Jamboree we welcomed campers from Germany, Italy, Portugal, Czech Republic, 
Holland and the UK. We were also lucky enough to host some Starburst teams 
from the Jamboree who completed a number of projects on the site. 
 This year has been very busy so far with the usual usage by local groups plus a 
number of groups from neighbouring districts. 1

st
 Broomfield were lucky enough to 

be camping when we had one of the snowy weekends and captured some great 
photos of the site. 
 The Explorers did a great job building three more bridges as part of their training 
for the Nepal expedition. Along with the two the Starburst teams built we now have 
new and safe bridges all round the site. A group from Harlow gave the hut a coat of 
stain and Broomfield built two new firebases. Both of these projects were part of 
service tasks required for badge work. 
 The new chapel was dedicated by Malcolm Treacher in February and is available 
for everyone to use as a place of quiet and reflection.  
 If you haven’t been to Riffhams this year, why not? It’s the perfect place to put into 
practice all those traditional Scouting skills. You have missed the bluebells now but 
there is always plenty of wildlife to see. We have a permanent orienteering course 
set up plus a nature trail and pioneering poles for hire. A charcoal BBQ is also 
available. Later this year the kitchen is due for a rebuild and the new design will 
offer a bit more flexibility for central 
catering. 
 To book a camp or day visit, 
please contact me on 01245 
467803 or 07708 178850. The 
booking form is downloadable from 
Essex County Scouts website or 
drop me an e-mail at 
Nigel.d.wood@bt.com  
Hope to see you at Riffhams soon! 
 
Nigel Wood, Site Manager     

 Fifteen families are getting ready to welcome 21 American Scouts and Leaders 
from New Jersey as part of the American Exchange, which has been running for 
nearly 30 years. The American Scouts will be arriving in the UK on the 24th July, in 
time for Essex Jamboree. Then they spend ten days with their host family before 
returning to the States on the 14th August.    
 The families got together at Riffhams Campsite at the beginning of June for an af-
ternoon of team building activities and a BBQ, 
where they could plan trips out and get to know 
each other. Many of the Scouts hosting hope to 
take part in a return visit to the States in 2010. 
 
Cathy Nicholls 

Chelmsford Families Gear Up for Arrival of  

American Scouts 

Riffhams Update 

 The next two Getting Started courses / 
validation evenings are on 15th Sep-
tember and 20th October. Please en-
courage your new leaders to complete 
these and get them validated so a full 
warrant can be issued. These should 
be booked through Pam Sharpe 
(Appointments Committee Secretary). 
 You will notice that as from Septem-
ber more of the modular courses are 
now going to be run in Chelmsford, 
thanks to Cathy Knight (Local Training 
Manager) and Jan Dear, so there is no 
excuse for not doing your training. 
Please see the training calendar 
2008/9 and book through Lynne 
Oscroft (ADC Adult Support and Local 
Training Administrator). 
 If anyone wishes to do the modular 
Courses at Thriftwood (these are 
mainly weekends but do cover around 
6 modules), please book through Janet 
L'Estrange - details are on the Essex 
County Website. www.essexscouts. 
org.uk/support/training 
 Finally, the next First Response 
course (Module 10) is at Prances 
Campsite on 7th September, please 
book through Gwen Hudson.  
 
Lynne Oscroft, ADC Adult Support  
Local Training Administrator 

Training 

On 8th March almost 100 Cub Scouts 
from 13 packs attended an art badge 
day which was truly ‘Out of this World’ 
as all bases were run on the theme of 
space. Rockets were launched and lots 
of unique work was taken home to re-
member the day. Every Cub Scout was 
presented with the art activity badge. 
 My thanks go to all Cub Scouts who 
attended the day, and worked with en-
thusiasm towards this badge. The quiet 
buzz showed what concentration was 
given. Thanks must also go to Leaders 
who worked hard before the event and 
all day to make this event work. 
 Next year we are back to our ever 
popular Handicraft Competition for 
which the theme will be 'Archaeology'. 
Look out for information around early 
November. 
 
Beryl Moss, DL, Cub Scouts 

Cubs Are ‘Out Of This 

World’ 



Burma Cyclone Appeal 
 The Cubs of 1st Broomfield decided to 
raise funds for the Burma Cyclone by 
holding an inter-six football tournament 
with fairground sideshows. In addi-
tion, one of the 21st World Scout Jam-
boree bikes was raffled and a total of 
£150 was raised and sent off to 
"Shelterbox" for their Burma Cyclone 
appeal.  
Roger Cole, GSL 

A Night of Gold, Silver and 
Bronze 

 1
st
 Broomfield Scout Group recently 

held a bumper AGM and Awards eve-
ning . The evening saw an avalanche 
of Chief Scouts awards presented by 
Sue Wilde . They included two Beavers 
who received their Bronze awards, six 
Cubs  who got their Silver award and 
one Scout his Gold Award. 
 The group also presented “The Fred 
Buck Award for Scouting Spirit”. This is  
a new award in memory of  Fred Buck, 
a leader from the group who sadly 
passed away in 2006. The award is for 
the Scout, Cub or Beaver who shows 
true Scouting spirit. The first recipient 
was Josh Smith and was extremely 
well deserved. 
Sue Hood, SL 

1st Broomfield 

From Around The 

Groups 

Jamboree Open Day 
Come and experience a day at the 

Jamboree! 
Wednesday 30th July 
10am—5.30pm  

£5 per person (Under 5s are FREE)  
 
A warm welcome is open to all youth members 
and families to take part in a wide range of events and activities including access to 
some the Jamboree programme, the endangered animal themed Sub Camps, food 
and drink at Dino’s or the Jungle Café and shopping for souvenirs in the Jamart. 

 
Although bookings via the website closed at the end of June, tickets will be available 

on the day. Simply head for the ‘Pay Now’ entrance.  
 

We encourage car or coach sharing to prevent creating local traffic queues.  
Height restrictions will apply on activities which are also subject to change due to 

circumstances beyond our control. 
 

Further information, including directions to the site, can be found on the website – 
www.essexscouts.org.uk/jamboreeopenday  

or by email on jamboree.openday@essexscouts.org.uk  

The Biggest Ever Jamboree  
 After years of preparation, Essex Jamboree is almost upon us. 
Hundreds of Scouts across Chelmsford are excitedly preparing 
for an action packed week of activities and entertainments 
alongside Guides and Scouts from around thirty countries from 
most regions of the world. Some have also spent recent week-
ends rehearsing as part of the cast for the opening and closing 
ceremonies. 

 Adult members of the District are also heavily involved as members of staff on 
many teams. If you haven’t already signed up to go, it isn’t too late! Chelmsford Fel-
lowship is still looking for volunteers for their catering team– see below! Or, why not 
visit on Open Day and get a taste of the Jamboree experience? 

Essex Jamboree 

Get a Taste of Jamboree with Chelmsford’s  
Mad Rock Team 

 
 Chelmsford Fellowship’s Mad Rock catering team are running 
fast-food at Dino’s Diner (there’s nowhere finer!) and it’s not too 
late to join us. 
 We are looking for staff who can offer us anything from the full 
week to the odd day or a few evenings. To those who helped us 

at the 2004 event - don’t be put-off! We know what to do this time in order to ensure 
that staff get reasonable time-off to enjoy the Jamboree. 
 The next Essex Jamboree won’t be till 2012 so don’t miss this opportunity! It’ll be 
fun for all ages - we have staff from 16 to bus pass - so why not give Chris Rosier a 
call on 01245 250434 or email chris.rosier@virgin.net ? 

 
Congratulations to the following young 
people who were invited to the County 
awards ceremony held recently at  
Ingatestone Hall:  
 
Chief Scout’s Award: Bronze 
Alexander Bloom Ingatestone 
Harry Brazier 24

th
 Chelmsford 

Samuel Butt  Ingatestone 
William Dunn 6

th
 Chelmsford 

Robbie Evans 26
th
 Chelmsford 

Carl Garner  8
th
 Chelmsford 

Aaron Green 2
nd
 Chelmsford 

Joshua Hogg 1
st
 Writtle 

Daniel Hogg  8
th
 Chelmsford 

Benjamin Kendall 15
th
 Chelmsford 

Edward Loveday Ingatestone 
Aaron Mayhew 2

nd
 Chelmsford 

Liam Nicholson 8
th
 Chelmsford 

Harry Walker 15
th
 Chelmsford 

Harry Wiley   15
th
 Chelmsford 

Rhys Williams 1st Broomfield 
Robin Wortley 11

th
 Chelmsford 

Jack Wright  24
th
 Chelmsford 

Adam Yardley 8
th
 Chelmsford 

 
Chief Scout’s Award: Silver 
Steven Beasley 14

th
 Chelmsford 

John Bird  6
th
 Chelmsford 

Helen Bloom 14
th
 Chelmsford 

Jayden Booroff 11
th
 Chelmsford  

   (Swazi) 
Thomas Crossley 23

rd
 Chelmsford 

Andrew Deville 11
th
 Chelmsford  

   (Swazi) 
William Foster 6

th
 Chelmsford 

Matthew Greenland 
   5

th
/9
th
 Chelmsford 

Christopher Hunt 6
th
 Chelmsford  

Elliot King  1
st
 North Springfield 

Joshua Leeder 26
th
 Chelmsford 

Alex Londors 6
th
 Chelmsford 

Thomas Moody 6th Chelmsford 
James Murry 14

th
 Chelmsford 

Matthew Patel 6
th
 Chelmsford 

Sam Wallis  11
th
 Chelmsford  

Jack Williamson 2
nd
 Chelmsford  

   (Bishops) 
 
Chief Scout’s Award: Gold 
Stevie Lavis  Chelmer Village 
 
Chief Scout’s Award: Diamond 
Emma Shepherd Tsunami ESU 
 
Chief Scout’s Award:  
  Diamond and Platinum 
Jessica Adams Kendo ESU 
Charlotte Ball Kendo ESU 

Congratulations! 

Awards Day at Ingatestone Hall 

 The award ceremony at Ingatestone Hall was very exciting and hot.  The grounds 
were full of Scouts, Explorers, Young leaders, Beavers and Cubs as well as other 
children and parents from different towns. I go to Scouts in Chelmsford but live in 

Billericay so I kept see-
ing people I knew that I 
hadn’t seen in uniform 
before. 
 We had a drink first 
because it was hot. 
Akala said we had a lot 
of time free before I 
needed to be in front of 
the Hall. Dad suggested 
we looked for ice cream 
and I had a plain one 
with strawberry sauce 
on top. We went to the 

penny fair and I tried to throw a ring around a frog to win sweets but I missed (I did 
get sweets for trying). I also had a go at lassoing a stick but I only got 4 and you 
needed to get 5 or 6 to win. Then I tried to get a penny to land on a 50p piece in a 
bucket of water – I couldn’t because it was hard as it kept floating away. I had a go 
at the circus skills and showed another Cub how to spin a plate. I saw people I 
knew from our Scout group and from Gang Show and the American exchange.  
 We had to stand in a long line to collect our award from Lord Peter who was 
dressed in an old fashioned soldier’s uniform and Mums and Dads took pictures. 
Then the whole Chelmsford group were taken round the other side of the house for 
a group photo and then I had my photo taken in a tent be-
cause I like camping.  It was funny because I met another 
cub who was collecting an award who was a ‘Bloom’ as 
well and he lived in Ingatestone. 
 We were allowed to look round the Hall afterwards but I 
decided not to as I’m going with my school soon. When I 
got home Mum looked up the photos on the website.  
 
Helen Bloom,  
Cub Scout,  
14

th
 Chelmsford Scout Group (Trinity Methodist) 

Collecting My Silver Award for Cubs at 

Ingatestone Hall 

 Having spent all of my life involved in Scouting in some shape or another, it came 
quite easy to say yes to doing my Duke of Edinburgh awards. After 2 years of ser-
vice, physical and skills elements and four expeditions, I found myself and a group 
of friends (Emma Shepherd, Amy Ryder, Charlotte Ball and Nicola Chapman) at 
the annual awards day at Ingatestone Hall.  
 The sun shone and the speakers talked and talked but luckily for us the Explorer 
awards came first. Wiith much cheering from the front rows, the five of us were 
presented with a variety of awards from Bob 
Bye. We were then ushered around the back to 
the beautiful setting behind the Hall for our pho-
tos to be taken.  
 It is through the support of my friends around 
me that I have been able to complete the 
awards so a big thank-you to them all and to 
Ingatestone Hall for hosting a great event. 
Here's to the next award! 

  

Jessica Adams,  
Explorer Scout, Kendo ESU 

Awards Day at Ingatestone Hall 



 Nearly 1500 Cub 
Scouts from across 
Essex, including Cubs 
from 12 Packs in 
Chelmsford, descended on Gilwell Park from Friday 13th to 
Sunday 15th June for a ‘Mega’ camp with an Olympic 
theme.  
 After arriving on Friday eve-
ning, the Cubs were up bright 

and (very) early on Saturday morning for the Opening 
Ceremony. As soon as this was finished, they raced off 
to explore and have a go at some of the many activities 
on offer, including: Robo Wars, grass sledges, laser 
clays, canoeing, low ropes, zip wire, archery, rifle shoot-

ing, climbing, inflatables, crafts, 
the chance to try Challenge Val-
ley and a selection of fairground 
rides! On Saturday night, the whole camp held a campfire 
on The Quick, with a beautiful view of the sun setting over 
London as the backdrop. On Sunday morning there were 
more activities before the closing ceremony. The Cubs de-
parted on Sunday afternoon, exhausted 
after a fantastic weekend! 
 Thanks to the leaders from Chelmsford 
who made this event possible: those who 
took Cubs and those on the organising 

committee (several of whom came from Chelmsford) or who 
were staff at the event. Thanks should also go to the Young 
Leaders from Chelmsford who helped out in numerous ways and 
were a credit to the District.  
 
Jane Ronaldson, Chats Editor 

District Activities

Cobra Network meet in the Chelmsford area 
two to three times a month. Recent activities have included nights 
at Pizza Hut, swimming and bowling. 
 Cobra members also ventured north 
of the border to Suffolk for  ‘MADaluf’ 
over the weekend of 20th to 22nd 
June and immersed themselves into 
the spirit of the holiday theme by don-

ning beach wear for the party on Saturday night. 
 
Charlotte Hillman, Chair, Cobra Scout Network

 The Beaver section held an activity day at Riff-
hams in November where they watched fire light-
ing, toasted marshmallows, did  a bit of simple 
tracking,  made a Riffhams rascal (from natural 

items found at Riffhams) and made a craft.  The day finished with camp fire and 
songs lead by Cathy Knight. 
 Beavers Get Busy was held on 8th March. Judging took place at 2nd Chelmsford 
HQ  with Irene Fisher and Sue Wilde as judges. The winners were South 
Woodham Ferrers Colony.  
 Thanks to Jane Millbank  and Tracy Dordoy, DBSLs, for organising these events. 
 
Justine Wright, ADC Beavers  

 Selection weekend over and the District now 
has 35 very excited Explorer Scouts and 15 
leaders all looking forward  to what for many 
will be the trip of a life time.  
 In July 2009 the party of 50 will be heading off for 
the Himalayas for a three week expedition. Whilst 
in Nepal, the Explorer Scouts will have the oppor-
tunity to undertake a number of activities ranging 
from white water rafting to elephant trekking. The 
group will also be undertaking a week long project 
in the community, helping to rebuild part of a vil-
lage school.  
 The group are busy organising fundraising 
events, such as waxing the legs of leaders during 
Gang Show week and lots of bag packing. They 
are also learning new skills which will be used out 
there and have already built three new bridges at 
Riffhams Campsite. Future events include a num-
ber of weekends aimed at teaching building and 
DIY skills and, at the end of September, the party 
will be off to the Peak District for the County 
Marathon. There both lead-
ers and Explorers will learn 
valuable teambuilding skills 
as well as putting to the test 
their hiking and navigational 
skills, before tackling the 
mountains in Nepal next 
summer. 
 
Kevin Mayle, DESC 

Explorers Prepare for  

Nepal Expedition 

Mega Camp 2008 

Beavers Have Fun Getting 

Busy! 

 Scouts were given the opportunity 
to gain the “Expedition Challenge” 
badge by completing the District 
‘Plainsman Hike’ over the weekend 
of 10th -11th May.  
 After preparation and training at 
Troop, teams of between four and 
seven were challenged to complete 

an 18-mile hike over two days on a set route, whilst be-
ing fully self-sufficient. This requirement meant that the 
teams had to navigate for themselves and carry all their 
food and equipment in rucksacks, which was no easy 
task and made even more difficult by the sweltering heat of around 30 degrees!  
 Starting in Mayland, the 10 teams had to make their way to the overnight stop at 

Woodham Ferrers Scout HQ, mainly using the St Pe-
ter’s Way footpath, where they had to set up camp 
and cook dinner for themselves. After breakfast the 
following morning they packed everything back into 
their rucksacks and walked a further 7 miles to East 
Hanningfield. 
 HUGE congratulations to all the Scouts that took part 
and completed this extremely tough challenge.  
 

 The annual cooking competition held on the 14
th
 June was made a little tougher 

this year by making all the teams cook on open fires at Riffhams. The teams were 
judged on teamwork, originality, hygiene and presentation as well as the quality of 
their meals. The young chefs rose to the challenge and, although they found it a 
little harder to cook on their unregulated fires, all teams managed to deliver a 3-
course (although slightly charred) for the judges to taste test.   
 The winning team for 2008 was from Bicknacre Priory, who for their main meal 
served Teriyaki Salmon and vegetables. ’Yum’ I hear you say! 
 
Danyel Horner, DDC 

Scouts from across 
Essex, including Cubs 

Chelmsford, descended on Gilwell Park from Friday 13th to 
Sunday 15th June for a ‘Mega’ camp with an Olympic 

After arriving on Friday eve-
ning, the Cubs were up bright 

and (very) early on Saturday morning for the Opening 
Ceremony. As soon as this was finished, they raced off 
to explore and have a go at some of the many activities 
on offer, including: Robo Wars, grass sledges, laser 
clays, canoeing, low ropes, zip wire, archery, rifle shoot-

ing, climbing, inflatables, crafts, 
the chance to try Challenge Val-
ley and a selection of fairground 
rides! On Saturday night, the whole camp held a campfire 
on The Quick, with a beautiful view of the sun setting over 
London as the backdrop. On Sunday morning there were 
more activities before the closing ceremony. The Cubs de-
parted on Sunday afternoon, exhausted 
after a fantastic weekend!  
Thanks to the leaders from Chelmsford 
who made this event possible: those who 
took Cubs and those on the organising 

committee (several of whom came from Chelmsford) or who 
were staff at the event. Thanks should also go to the Young 
Leaders from Chelmsford who helped out in numerous ways and 

District Activities 

Cobra Network meet in the Chelmsford area 
two to three times a month. Recent activities have included nights 
at Pizza Hut, swimming and bowling.  
Cobra members also ventured north 
of the border to Suffolk for  ‘MADaluf’ 
over the weekend of 20th to 22nd 
June and immersed themselves into 
the spirit of the holiday theme by don-

ning beach wear for the party on Saturday night.  

Charlotte Hillman, Chair, Cobra Scout Network 

 Chelmsford Fellowship recently got 
together with Griffin Fellowship for 
an evening of wine tasting at which 

Steve White selected several fine vintages for discerning members to sample.  
 At the AGM of Chelmsford Fellowship on 11th June, the committee for the current 
year was elected. Mike Cook will take over from Bill Hamblin as Chair with Emma 
Randall becoming Secretary. Pete Wilkes remains as Vice Chair, Jayne Adams as 
Treasurer and Sue Rosier Membership Secretary.  
 Members of the Fellowship have also been busy on the catering team for MAD 

UK!, selling their famous MAD 
burgers (a certain cure for 
any hangover!). They are also 
into the final planning stages 
for Essex Jamboree, where 
various members will be on 
the staff team, including 
Dino’s Diner! 
 
Peter Wilkes, Vice Chair, 
Chelmsford and District 
Scout Fellowship 

Plainsman Hike and 

Cooking Competition 

Fellowship Frolics 

Network go MAD! 


